Campus Safety Advisory Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: 4/07/26- Final Campus Safety Advisory Committee Meeting of the 2025–2026 Academic Year
Meeting Location: Virtual
Topic: False Fire Alarms in Residence Halls & UPD Updates
Members in Attendance:
	Chief Daniel Daugherty
	Katie Romano- Alumni Representative
	Justina Geremia
	Dr. Jill Silverman
Guests:
	Ryan Kleinkopf- Fire Marshal
    Welcome and Opening Remarks
Chief Daugherty welcomed all committee members and guests. The primary focus of today’s meeting was to discuss the issue of false fire alarms occurring in campus residence halls and the actions taken by the Fire Marshal’s office and UPD to mitigate the problem.
UPD Updates
1. Upcoming events UPD will be staffing with extra personnel:
a. FSC Ramrun – setting up the course, shutting down the campus roadways and monitoring the event for injuries or medical emergencies.
b. Aly Raisman/Laurie Hernandez speaking event
c. FSC Fountain Fest
d. Horticulture Plant Sale – closing down parking lot 2 and facilitating traffic during the 3 day event
e. Ramchella – ensuring the safety of attendees to the Carnival and concert
2. Automated External Defibrillator (AED) campus wide upgrade:
a. 80 brand new AEDs have been placed around the entire campus
i. These replace older ones that were fully functional but whose warranties were expiring
b. Fire Marshal will now be taking over the AED program and maintaining these devices
Fire Alarm response - Presenter: Ryan Kleinkopf, Fire Marshal
1. Scope of the issue:
a. EFFD’s ongoing response to false fire alarms (alarms triggered by hair dryers/straighteners, shower steam, vaping etc)
b. It was becoming increasingly more difficult to get a crew out to respond, especially in the evening hours, creating a morale issue for the fire department and tying up resources which may be necessary for other emergencies occurring in the community.
2. Procedural changes to help alleviate the problem:
a. Residence Hall fire alarm system switched to “Single head local activation”
i. If an alarm is activated by a single smoke head, the alarms will sound for the entire suite but not the entire building. Suite occupants will evacuate.
ii. UPD will receive the alarm to its dispatch console and send officers
iii. EFFD will be notified of the single zone activation and be on stand by
iv. UPD officers will respond and report to dispatch the conditions
v. If a second smoke head is activated, or if UPD determines EFFD response is necessary, EFFD will be dispatched immediately. A second smoke head activation will also trigger the entire building to alarm and residents to evacuate. 
vi. If EFFD is not required to respond UPD officers will reset the fire alarm and document the reason for the single zone activation.
b. UPD training:
i. All officers were trained by Fire Marshal in January on new procedures
ii. UPD administration will continue to evaluate procedures to maintain safety and effectiveness
Additional items discussed
1. Justina Geremia – continuing to work on Alcohol policy and required parental notifications
2. Justina Geremia – discussion about concerns of the new Pasternack Lab in Lupton Hall being unlocked at times
a. Lab has expensive equipment
b. Chief Daugherty to increase patrol checks and discuss with access control any issues with door security
Closing
1. Chief Daugherty asked for any final questions, thanked everyone for their participation, and formally concluded the meeting.
Next Campus Safety Committee Meeting: Fall 2026
Meeting Adjourned.
